
Connecting People 
with Places
Alta 2021



What is  
Wayfinding?

 » What Makes a  
Route Legible?

 » Benefits

 » Principles

 » Tools

 » Signing a Path

 » Standards

 » Examples 



What Makes a 
Route Legible?





Wayfinding   |   Alta   |   October 2021

CV Link 
Coachella Valley, CA

What Makes a  
Route Legible?

Color
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LA River Path 
Los Angeles, CA

What Makes a  
Route Legible?

Repetition
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Park to Playa Trail 
Los Angeles County, CA

What Makes a  
Route Legible?

Material
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Santa Monica, CA

What Makes a  
Route Legible?

Pattern



Wayfinding 
Benefits
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Wayfinding 
Benefits

Encouraging Exploration

Colorado Springs, CO Coquitlam, BC
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Wayfinding 
Benefits

Supporting Local Business

New York, NY



Wayfinding   |   Alta   |   October 2021

Wayfinding 
Benefits

Celebrate Local Identity

SHEET 1WESTMINSTER GATEWAY
Gateway Arch Conceptual Design 05.05.17

CONCEPT 1: Tilted Planes      

Concept Model

SHEET 1WESTMINSTER GATEWAY
Gateway Arch Conceptual Design 05.05.17

CONCEPT 1: Tilted Planes      

Concept Model

Westminster, CO
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Wayfinding  
Principles

Overview

Connect 
People with 
Places

Promote  
Active Travel

Maintain 
Motion

Keep It 
Simple

Be 
Predictable

Be 
Inclusive
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Charlotte Rail Trail, NC 

Wayfinding  
Principles

Connect People 
with Places
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Wayfinding  
Principles

Promote Active 
Travel
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Wayfinding  
Principles

Maintain 
Motion

Northwest Arkansas
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Wayfinding  
Principles

Keep it 
Simple

Portland, OR
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Wayfinding  
Principles

Be 
Predictable

Runyon Canyon, CA
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Sumter, SC

Wayfinding  
Principles

Be 
Inclusive
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Wayfinding  
Tools

Systems

Vehicular Directional

Building / InteriorMap Kiosk

Pavement Marking Informational

Pedestrian DirectionalBicycle Directional

Vehicular Monument District Identity

Special Use 
Directional
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Wayfinding  
Tools

Fundamental 
Tools

Decision Turn Confirmation

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

FE
ET

TO  Destination

Destination 1

Destination 3

Destination 2

TO  Destination
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Wayfinding  
Tools

Enhanced: 
Identity

CV Link 
Coachella Valley, CA

Hudson River  
Greenway, NY

St. Helens, OR

20’

22’

18’

16’

14’

12’

10’

8’

6’

2’

4’

24’

26’

Painted metal columns 
Wood look

Natural basalt base

Painted aluminum
Wood look

ODOT standard  
breakaway base with 
basalt style veneer 

Painted 
metal columns

Warm metal hardware 
and supports

Gateway
For conceptual design only. Not to scale.

Highway Identity

SHEET 3ST. HELENS WAYFINDING
Wayfinding Concept Design 05.10.2017

Identity Signage

WAYFINDING CONCEPT: Stone x River
Enduring, Approachable, Sophisticated
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Wayfinding  
Tools

Enhanced: 
Pavement Markings

Millinocket, MESanta Monica, CA Portland, OR
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Wayfinding  
Tools

Enhanced:  
Route Identifiers
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Wayfinding  
Tools

Enhanced:  
Vehicular  Directional

Thunder Bay, Ontario Millinocket, ME

Destination 
Two 

Destination 
One XX 

MI

XX 
MI

Destination 
Three XX 

MI

Dest One
Dest Two
Dest Three  

Destination 

Destination 

Destination 
Three

XX MI

XX MI

XX MI

Vehicular Decision 
Scaled to match 72” x 16” MDOT 

Standard

Business District 
72” x 16“ or 48” x 12” MDOT 

Standard

Small Vehicular 
Decision

Trailhead 
Directional

Small Point of 
Interest

DESIGN CONCEPT: Summit

SHEET 2.1DESIGN CONCEPT 02: SummitMillinocket Wayfinding Conceptual Design

CURRENT RIVER GREENWAY

Destination One
Destination Two

Destination Three

1
2
3

Destination One

Destination Two
Destination Three

1

2
3

CURRENT RIVER GREENWAY

3500mm x 2000mm 3500mm x 2250mm

SHEET 1

Rural Directional

Contemporary ArtisanTHUNDER BAY WAYFINDING
 Vehicular Design 04.19.19
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Wayfinding  
Tools

Enhanced:  
Transit

Legible London 
by Applied
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New York, NY Merritt, BC

Wayfinding  
Tools

Orientation 
Maps



Signing a Path
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Signing a Path

Sample Path
Business
District

Park
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Wayfinding  
Standards

Bicycle Signage Standards

 » Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD)

 » Traffic control devices shall be defined 
as all signs, signals, markings…used 
to regulate, warn, or guide traffic, 
placed on, over, or adjacent to a street, 
highway, pedestrian facility, bikeway, or 
private road open to public travel…

 » All in the name of consistency
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Wayfinding  
Standards

Flexibility

 » MUTCD section 
2D.50 Community 
Wayfinding allows 
custom colors 
and enhancement 
markers (logos)

Standards Flexibility

MUTCD section 2D.50 
Community Wayfinding allows 
custom colors and enhancement 
markers (logos)

Standards Flexibility

MUTCD section 2D.50 
Community Wayfinding allows 
custom colors and enhancement 
markers (logos)
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Restricted Allowed









Wayfinding  
Standards

Flexibility: 
Color
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Wayfinding  
Standards

Standard

Destination

3Destination

5Destination

Standard color

Standard Icon

Three destinations

Rectangular shape

Standard arrow 
shape and placement
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Wayfinding  
Standards

Flexible

Custom shape

Custom logo

Color option

Distance in minutes

Local identifiers

Color coding



Wayfinding  
Examples
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Example

Washington Park 

Portland, OR
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Example

Bellingham Bicycle 
Wayfinding System

Bellingham, WA

45

Bellingham Wayfinding System Master Plan | Alta Planning + Design

The following designs were created based on visual preferences 
survey results and input from City of Bellingham staff and community 
stakeholders (see appendix). This chapter also includes recommendations 
for the placement of the wayfinding system elements. 

Sign Family

DESIGN OPTIONS + PLACEMENT 
PRACTICES

9’

10’

8’

7’

6’

5’

4’

3’

1’

2’

Bellingham
Destination

minmiles

TO  District Texas St

TURN TOPPER PAVEMENT MARKERDECISION CONFIRMATION

Destination
minmiles

Destination
minmiles

BI
KE BLVD
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Example

North Beach 
Trail

1’

2’

3’

4’

5’

6’

7’

Ocean Front Walk
XXMIN   .25MI

Merry-Go-Round
XXMIN   .25MI Bike Parking

XXMIN   .25MI

Playground
XXMIN   .25MI

Shops
XXMIN   .25MI

SHEET 1DESIGN CONCEPT: Kites + Clouds

Pedestrian Directional

1550 Lot Wayfinding 
Preferred Concept Design 09.18.2018

Ocean Front Walk
XXMIN   .25MI

Merry-Go-Round
XXMIN   .25MI

Playground
XXMIN   .25MI

Bike Parking
XXMIN   .25MI

Palisades Park
XXMIN   .25MI

Shops
XXMIN   .25MI

Santa 
Monica, CA
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Example

Seamless Seattle 
Pedestrian Wayfinding

Seattle, WA

1’

2’

3’

4’

5’

6’

7’

8’

9’

TWO LINE 
NEIGHBORHOOD

Street Index

XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name

Attractions Index

XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name

Downtown 
Map

Street Index

XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name
XX Street name

Attractions Index

XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name
XX Attraction name

Downtown 
Map

Destination 
Two

Destination 
One

TWO LINE 
NEIGHBORHOOD

For assistance call 206-684-2489
For assistance call 206-684-2489

You are on 2nd Ave, Downtown
you are on 2nd avenue, downtown

For assistance call 206-684-2489
For assistance call 206-684-2489

You are on 2nd Ave, Downtown
you are on 2nd avenue, downtown

Destination 
Three

Destination 
Two

Destination 
One

Destination 
One

Destination 
Two

Destination 
Three

Destination 
Four

Destination 
Five

Destination 
Three

Destination 
Four

2nd Avenue 2nd Avenue

Destination 
One

Destination 
Two

N

D
es

ti
na

ti
on

 O
ne

Destination TwoN

D
estination Tw

o
D

e
s
t

i
n

a
t

i
o

n
 T

w
o

Color Palette: Blues, greys, yellows

Material: Painted metal or tile

Notes: Modular design allows for updates and repairs, and local customization or art (see 
example: Seattle Artist League The Salish Sea Project)

SHEET 1.1Conceptual Design 01.18.2018Seamless Seattle 01B: Modular Tile, High-end

Overview Front Side SideArea Front Route Marker Fingerpost Pavement Marker

Typology overview, high-end

Tactile Plate
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Example

Thunder Bay 
Wayfinding

Thunder Bay, 
Ontario

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

DOWNTOWN
SOUTH

DOWNTOWN
SOUTH

Supplemental Directional or 
Regulatory Information

LEGEND

LEGEND

Supplemental Directional or 
Regulatory Information

Inset: Greater Thunder Bay

Inset: Greater Thunder Bay

Kiosk text panel to 
include directory and 
other local information

Maps on vertical 
panels shall be 
placed between 
1800mm–900mm 
from ground, typ.

“i” Medallion a�xed 
to sign face

Interpretive panel 
for side of wooden 
post shown above 
at 1:6 scale 

Words of welcome 
printed (semi-opaque 
stained or charred 
wood e�ect) on side 
of post

Original Sleeping 
Giant artwork 
printed on sign face

Metal sign 
panel and base

Interpretive info 
printed on side 
of sign

Words of welcome 
printed (tone-on-tone 
e�ect) on side of sign

Pattern: Soft Curves

Materials: Stone, Wood, Painted Metal

Colour Palette Inspiration: 
Warm earth, blue skies, rivers, streams and mountains

Map Kiosk Sides Simplified Kiosk Side

SHEET 1

Enhanced Navigational Elements • Off Street Signage 

Contemporary ArtisanTHUNDER BAY WAYFINDING
 Conceptual Design 10.22.2018

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

McVICAR
CREEK
TRAIL

DOWNTOWN
NORTH

Destination One

Destination Two

Destination Three

McVICAR
CREEK TRAIL

Destination One

Destination Two

Destination
Three 3.5km

1.0km

0.5kmDestination One

Destination Three

Destination One

Trail Marker (alt / small)Ped Directional Pedestrian
Confirmation

Pedestrian
Turn

Pavement Marking

SHEET 2Contemporary ArtisanTHUNDER BAY WAYFINDING
 Conceptual Design 10.22.2018

Enhanced Navigational Elements • Off Street Signage 




