
Historic Preservation
for Sites

Amy Bell, 
NMMS Landscape Arch./Urban Planning
Revitalization Specialist





How can you tell if a site is “historic”?

Listing on the State or National Register https://www.nps.gov/nr/

Located in an Historic District



Cultural Landscapes, National Cemeteries, Over 50 years old, 
significant modifications, public vs. private

Unsure? Ask your NMMS Revitalization Specialist!



Common Historic SITES

Streetscapes



Common Historic SITES

Plazas



Common Historic SITES

Courthouse Grounds



Common Historic SITES

Parks



Common Historic SITES

Cemeteries





State Historic Preservation Division 
Review

HPD is involved, by law, if:
1. Federal $$$
2. Federal permit/licensing
3. State agency involvement
4. State $$$
5. Work of a political subdivision of the state (City or County)

As early as practical

NMMS RS facilitated



Historic Preservation Division 
Review Process

1. Agency contacts HPD about project

2. Determine if historic properties are involved, for “determination of effect”

3. If there is no “adverse effect”, HPD will provide a letter to confirm

4. If there is an “adverse effect” HPD will consult with the agency until the 
adverse effect can be resolved

5. If it cannot be resolved, HPD and the agency enter into an MOA to stipulate 
adverse effect mitigation ( ie: commemorative plaques or educational 
seminars)

6. If an MOA can’t be reached then the federal Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation is consulted



Historic Preservation Considerations 
for New Construction

Views – complimentary to buildings/significant features



Historic Preservation Considerations 
for New Construction

Contributing/significant features noted in Nomination



Historic Preservation Considerations 
for New Construction

Authenticity in materials and style – don’t copy



Historic Preservation Considerations 
for New Construction

Street pattern



Case Studies



Case Studies











Resources

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm

Texas Historical Commission Streetscape Design Guidelines
http://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/Streetscape_Guidelines_2011.pdf

New Construction in Historic Districts – NTHP
https://forum.savingplaces.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFil
e.ashx?DocumentFileKey=b34c5c17-9200-eb32-b433-339d7918855f



NMMS Design/HP Revitalization Specialists
Amy Bell

925.788.3423
William Powell
505.603.3747
Amy Barnhart
773.368.7557

For more information
or questions…


